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Estate Planning Seminars  - Great advice (and great food) 
 

More than forty people gathered at three different Black Hills locations last April and 

May to learn more about shaping their estate plans. Hosted by St. Anthony of Padua 

in Hot Springs, St. Francis of Assisi in Sturgis, and St. Joseph’s in Spearfish,                     

participants enjoyed great food and listened to our financial experts as they explained 

financial planning vehicles and strategies in an understandable and entertaining                 

fashion.  

 

Many thanks go out to all who attended and to the parishes and priests who hosted the 

evening. WSDCF board members Pat Goetzinger and Harvey Krautschun, along with 

Andrew Knutson and Tim Henderson deserve special thanks for preparing and pre-

senting this information.   

 

The attendance was the best we have experienced for many years! We want to      

continue to provide this service throughout the Diocese, and another estate planning 

tour is planned for 2015. Please call Executive Director, Tim Henderson, if you are 

interested in holding a seminar in  your area.      

SUMMER 2014 

WSDCF Assets top $20 million 
 

Assets of the Foundation totaled $20.2                 

million as of June 30, 2014. This represents 

an increase of more than 13% compared to 

our June 30, 2013 balance. Significant gifts 

and favorable market conditions contributed 

to this successful year, maintaining this   

reliable source  of income for the many              

ministries of the Diocese. Thanks to all for 

your support! 

Rev. Ray Deisch - “That I may do the things you love, and do what you would 

do” by Rev. Msgr. William O’Connell 

There is a wonderful hymn for mid-morning prayer that begins, “Breathe on me, breath of God that I may do the 

things you love and do what you would do.” Fr. Ray Deisch and I had very good discussions on the meaning of 

this hymn, and reflecting on these past six months since his death, I understand he fulfilled the desires of this 

hymn.  

“That I may do the things you love, and do what you would do.” Any of us privileged to walk the journey of this life with Fr.  Ray 

know how he sought to do the things God would love. Think of his outstanding gift as a homilist, a gift that flowed from his                 

burning love for Scripture. With Fr. Ray the Word came alive to guide each of us to our heavenly home. 

“Until with you, I have one will to live and to endure.” Words form the second verse of the hymn. Dealing with Chronic                                

Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) and its difficulties did not stop him from living any aspect of his priestly vocation. He 

sought to have the seminarians he directed as Vocations Director understand that responding to a priestly vocation meant being                     

capable of surrender to God’s will no matter what. His life gave witness to this. 

“Until this earthly part of me glows with your fire divine.”  I believe this simple petition in the third verse underpinned his vision as 

an artist. Some of us still smile at his ‘purple’ period when he painted almost everything in the Phillip rectory purple! Certainly his 

last artistic achievements, his stained glass windows, from the ‘Feeding of the Multitude’ at Our Lady of the Black Hills to his 

‘Lamb of Resurrection Victory’ at Terra Sancta  glows with God’s fire divine. 

The hymn concludes with, “So I shall never die, but live with you the perfect life in your eternity.” Fr. Ray ran the race, kept the 

faith and won the crown. In his usual generous way he sought to continue his vocation work, to help Terra Sancta and other diocesan                        

programs by a  generous bequest to Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation.  

“That I may do the things you love, and do what you would do.” I believe this sums up Fr. Ray’s life as a Priest, Pastor, Preacher 

and Prophet always open to the Spirit praying, “All that I have is yours, O Lord.” May he rest in peace. 
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Estate Planning - Have you Considered Using a Trust Protector? 
 

An individual, called a grantor, can establish an irrevocable trust to administer assets that have been gifted to the trust for the benefit of 

his or her family. Provided the grantor has not retained control over the trust, assets in the irrevocable trust will be outside the grantor's 

estate and beyond the reach of creditors. Once established, the terms of the irrevocable trust cannot be altered by the grantor or anyone 

directly or indirectly under his or her control. 

 

Due to changing laws or other circumstance, the original terms of the trust established by the grantor may no longer meet the                        

beneficiaries' needs or coincide with the grantor's intended purpose for the trust. For these reasons, the grantor may want to appoint a 

Trust Protector when he or she creates the trust.  
 

A Trust Protector is an individual, group of individuals, or entity with specified powers over an irrevocable trust. A Trust Protector's   

powers may be extremely narrow in scope, limiting the protector to an exclusive list of actions, such as the ability to remove and     

replace the trustee or to make discretionary distributions of trust assets. Alternatively, a Trust Protector may be given broad powers, 

such as to modify terms of the trust, terminate the trust, or add or remove trust beneficiaries. 
 

The role of Trust Protector should be filled by someone familiar with the grantor's intent, as well as individual circumstances of trust                     

beneficiaries. Special care should be taken to ensure that there is no relationship or implied agreement such that it could be concluded 

that the grantor is actually directing the actions of the trust through the Trust Protector. 

 

To avoid adverse tax consequences, the Trust Protector should be independent from the grantor and should not be the grantor's spouse, 

a trust beneficiary, or a person with a legal obligation with respect to a beneficiary. An insured on a policy held by the trust should   

generally not be named as Trust Protector.  Care should be taken to avoid granting the Trust Protector any powers that could lead to 

adverse or unanticipated tax consequences. 
 

A Trust Protector can provide greater assurance that the grantor's intended purposes for the trust will be fulfilled.   

Article provided courtesy of Nautilus Navigator publication & Financial Benefits, Inc., Spearfish, SD 
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Office of the Bishop 

 

June 24, 2014       

 

Dear WSDCF Board Members and Donors,  

On Friday we received $200,000 in annual distribution funds from the                 
Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation and I was reminded of the              

wonderful generosity and spirit of self-sacrifice that all of you  offer to the 

Church through your support of  the Foundation.  

This support is a great blessing. Each year less  funding is available from 

outside sources to help sustain the vital ministries  we provide in western 
South Dakota. The cuts in grant monies have been severe and could have 

caused the Diocese great difficulty without the assistance we have receive 

from the Foundation. The foresight and good stewardship of those who   

established the Foundation and all of you who continue its mission have  

allowed the Church to continue its work without interruption through the 

difficult financial times that our country has been facing. Many, many thanks!  

Your continued example of discipleship in action is an inspiration for us all 

and I am deeply grateful.  

 

Sincerely in the love of Christ,  

Most Rev. Robert D. Gruss  

Bishop of Rapid City  

WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA CATHOLIC FOUNDATION 

BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE 

 

Executive Board Meeting, Thursday, August 14, 2014, 11:30 a.m., 

Diocese of Rapid City, Chancery Office—Large Meeting Room.  

Annual WSDCF Board Meeting—Thursday, December 4, 2014, 

11:30 a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Parish Hall, 

Rapid City.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember the Western South Dakota Catholic                          

Foundation in your estate planning.  Visit www.wsdcf.org or call 

the Foundation office (605) 343-3541 for more information. 

 



                                                                CHARITY EVENTS           
The WSDCF was established to provide opportunities to invest in the future of the Church, our families, parishes, schools and                   

special ministries. The WSDCF also works to present opportunities for people to help ministries by participating in special 

events. These events not only help fund important ministries for our faith and  our faith  communities, but strengthen the          

relationships of our members and those we serve.  

For more information or to register for these Charity Events contact the WSDCF office  

at 605-343-3541, e-mail dbride@diorc.org or visit www.wsdcf.org  

Bishop’s Fishing Tournament  
Help support seminarian education in Western South Dakota 

Saturday, August 16, 2014 
Sponsored by Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation 

Hosted by St. John the Evangelist Church, Ft. Pierre 
Sponsorship opportunities, 2-3-4 person mens and ladies teams, Knights of Columbus Fishing Challenge,  

Shore Fishing, Mass with Bishop Gruss, Fish Fry Dinner, Meet the 2014-2015 seminarians. 

 

 

Western SD Bishop’s Golf Classic 
             And Social at the 19th Hole 

Help Support Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation and the Rapid City Catholic Schools 

Thursday, September 18, 2014—Arrowhead Country Club 
Rapid City, SD  - Shotgun Start—12 noon—4 Person Scramble 

 

 

 

Bishop’s Hunt for Seminarians 
Help support seminarian education in western South Dakota 

Tuesday, September 30 and Wednesday, October 1 
Stukel’s Upland Adventures—Gregory, SD   

 

Lake Oahe and Sharpe 

http://www.wsdcf.org
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Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation  

Board Officers and Members 

 

The following board members and officers have dedicated their time, talent and treasure in fulfilling the mission, planning for the 

future, and serving the Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation.   
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